
By: Tyler Hook 
A routine meeting of the 

Wichita County Historical 
Society turned into an unex-
pected celebration Tuesday, 
October 27, as longtime vol-
unteer Karen Walk was sur-
prised with a We Kan! Award 
from the Kansas Sampler 
Foundation in recognition of 
her dedication to preserving 
local history. 

The presentation took place 
at the Museum of the Great 
Plains in Leoti, where Simone 
Elder of the Kansas Sampler 
Foundation presented the 
award with assistance from 
Gwen Wells, Jeanene French, 
Sam Giesick, and Darcey 
Mai, who helped organize the 
surprise. As family members 
began arriving at the regularly 
scheduled meeting, Walk jok-
ingly asked whether she 

should expect a trick or a 
treat. Known for her outgoing 
personality, she was nearly 
speechless when she learned 
the gathering was in her hon-
or. 

Walk received a colorful 

commemorative plate bearing 
the inscription "Preserving 
History with Gusto," created 
by artist Stacy Barnes of 
Greensburg. The recognition 
celebrated her years of volun-
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Leoti Resident Honored With We Kan! Award 

By: Tyler Hook 
Voters across Southwest 

Kansas headed to the polls 
Tuesday, November 3, casting 
ballots in an election that 
brought competitive statewide 
races, county commission 
contests, and several local 
questions with lasting implica-
tions for their communities. 

As unofficial returns came 
in Tuesday evening, the re-
sults revealed a varied politi-
cal landscape. While Republi-
can candidates maintained 
substantial advantages in sev-
eral rural counties, Democrat-
ic candidates received strong-
er support in others, particu-
larly Finney and Seward coun-

ties. The differences illustrat-
ed that even within Southwest 
Kansas, voters do not always 
approach an election in the 
same way. 

Voter participation also 
varied considerably. Stanton 
County reported 539 voters 
and a turnout of 53.20 percent, 
while Grant County recorded 
1,689 ballots cast, represent-
ing 44.15 percent of registered 
voters. Finney County report-
ed 9,237 ballots and 43.21 
percent turnout, while Seward 
County recorded 4,223 bal-
lots, or 36.36 percent of regis-
tered voters. 

The statewide political 
picture attracted attention as 

results developed. At approxi-
mately 11 p.m., NBC News 
reported that the Kansas gov-
ernor's race had shifted 17.36 
percentage points toward 
Democrats compared with the 
state's voting pattern in the 
2024 presidential election. 
That comparison reflected a 
change in the partisan margin 
between elections, rather than 
a uniform shift among individ-
ual voters. 

The differences were evi-
dent locally. In Finney Coun-
ty, Republican gubernatorial 
candidate Ty Masterson re-
ceived 4,592 votes to Demo-

See Election, Page 5 
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Vivian Ala Britt was born 
on June 20, 1955, in Guymon, 
Oklahoma, to Paul and Helen 
Hammontree. She spent her 
childhood making memories in 
the small town of Keyes, Ok-
lahoma, where she loved run-
ning around with her sisters, 
helping her dad on the family 
farm, and chasing her little 
brother around. Those early 
years were filled with adven-
tures, laughter, and the simple 
joys of growing up in a small 
town.  

Funeral services will be 
held on Monday, November 2, 
2026, at 10:30 a.m. at First 
Baptist Church in Elkhart, 
Kansas with Pastor Ed Rich-
ards officiating. Burial will 
follow at Willowbar Cemetery 
in Keyes, Oklahoma. 

Services are in care of 
Garnand Funeral Home, PO 
Box 854, Elkhart, KS 67950. 
Condolences may be posted at 
www.garnandfuneralhomes.co
m. 

 
Debra Jean 

“Debbie” (Maestas) Mader, 
70, passed away Friday, Octo-
ber 30, 2026, surrounded by 
her family and friends who 
loved her dearly. She was born 
on August 4, 1956, in Rocky 
Ford, Colorado, to Thomas 
and Eva (Montoya) Maestas. 

Debbie was a lifelong resi-
dent of Holcomb, Kansas. She 
attended Holcomb schools 
throughout her childhood and 
graduated from Holcomb High 
School in 1974. 

In May of 1975, Debbie 
married Wesley Mader. From 
their marriage came two of 
Debbie’s greatest blessings, 
her children, Lesley Ann 
“Annie” Mader and Casey 
Mader. 

A Vigil Service and Ro-
sary will be held at 7:00 p.m. 
on Monday, November 2, 
2026, at St. Mary Catholic 
Church in Garden City. Funer-
al Mass will be held at 2:00 
p.m. on Tuesday, November 3, 
2026, also at St. Mary Catholic 

Church with Fr. Jacob Schnei-
der as Celebrant. Burial will 
follow at Valley View Ceme-
tery in Garden City. Friends 
may call from 5:00 p.m. to 
8:00 p.m. on Sunday and from 
9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on 
Monday all at Garnand Funer-
al Home in Garden City. The 
family suggest memorials giv-
en to the Debbie Mader Me-
morial Fund which will be 
used to support Holcomb 
schools, in care of Garnand 
Funeral Home, 412 N. 7th St., 
Garden City, Kansas 67846. 
Condolences may be given at 
garnandfuneralhomes.com. 

 
Chance Amanual 

Hartsell, 40, of Elkhart, Kan-
sas, passed away on Friday, 
October 30, 2026. 

Chance was born on Janu-
ary 10, 1986, in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma, to Terrie 
Lynn Simmons. He grew up in 
Oklahoma City and attended 
Westmoore High School. On 
October 26, 2012, he married 
Vanessa Pearson in Oklahoma 
City. In March 2013, the cou-
ple moved to the Oklahoma 
Panhandle, where they estab-
lished their home and built a 
life together. 

Visitation will be held on 
Wednesday, November 4, 
2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 
p.m. at Henson-Novak Funeral 
Home, 501 NW 5th St., Guy-
mon, OK 73942. A Memorial 
Service will immediately fol-
low at 2:00 p.m. in the funeral 
home chapel. 

Memorial contributions 
may be made to his daughters’ 
education fund and will be 
accepted by Henson-Novak 
Funeral Directors, P.O. Box 
1306, Guymon, Oklahoma 
73942. The family also sug-
gests planting a tree in 
Chance’s memory as a lasting 
tribute to his life and legacy. 

Friends and family may 

sign the online book, leave an 

online condolence or upload a 

photograph at 

www.hensonnovak.com. 

Jason David Kendall, 51, 

died on October 27, 2026, in 
Hugoton, Kansas. He was born 
on January 9, 1975, in Garden 
City, Kansas. 

Jason was raised in Finney 

County, Kansas, and built a 

life centered on family, work, 

and the people he loved most. 

For more than fifteen years, he 

worked with dedication for 

CARQUEST in Hugoton, 

Kansas, a reflection of his 

strong work ethic. 

 

 
 

Visitation services will be 
held on Monday, November 2, 
2026, from 10:00 a.m. to 7:00 
p.m. at Robson Funeral Home 
- Hugoton, 314 South Van Bu-
ren Street, Hugoton, Kansas 
67951.  

Funeral services will be 

held on Tuesday, November 3, 

2026, at 2:00 p.m. at the 

Hugoton Church of the Naza-

rene, 500 South Van Buren 

Street, Hugoton, Kansas 

67951. 

Death Not ices  

Birth Announcement 
Ty and Sidney Scott of Ulysses, Kansas, are pleased to an-

nounce the birth of their daughter, Clara Jo Scott, born Octo-

ber 8, 2026, at Kearny County Hospital in Lakin, Kansas. 

Clara weighed 6 pounds, 6 ounces and measured 18.5 inches 

long. 

Welcoming Clara home is her proud big brother, Dawson 

Scott, 1½ years old. 

Maternal grandparents are Steve and Tammie Schneider of 

Olmitz, Kansas. Paternal grandparents are Clay and Nancy 

Scott of Ulysses, Kansas. 

Great-grandparents include Marvin and Jinney Schneider of 

Rush Center, Kansas; Larry and Jo Scott of Johnson, Kansas; 

and Pauline Wilkerson of Manter, Kansas. 

Clara's great-great-grandmother is Pasty Wise of Johnson, 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hensonnovak.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgVicmlkETFGaUQwOU95eFNhbVhLTUQ2c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABH9gclgpXSi4FOI6nowUyXqNz0Vu7fUvXD_yjNnEc5jkDrH5dHVFAIZ8k2Iso_aem_Tw87WXSMX5ScYsfVKUmOTQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.hensonnovak.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAcGRvZgVicmlkETFGaUQwOU95eFNhbVhLTUQ2c3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABH9gclgpXSi4FOI6nowUyXqNz0Vu7fUvXD_yjNnEc5jkDrH5dHVFAIZ8k2Iso_aem_Tw87WXSMX5ScYsfVKUmOTQ


22 Farm Words 

Thank You For Reading the sixth 

Edition of the SWKS News, we 

hope you enjoyed it and look for-

ward to your continued patronage! 

Sincerely, 

Tyler Hook-Publisher 



Courtesy of Michele Boy of 
The Syracuse Journal 

 
Hamilton County Extension 

Agent Lora Horton was recog-
nized last week at the Kansas 
State University Extension 
Annual Conference in Manhat-
tan, receiving the prestigious 
K-State Extension Engage-
ment Award. 

The award honors Extension 
professionals whose work 
demonstrates innovative and 
sustained community engage-
ment while creating meaning-
ful impacts for both local com-
munities and university part-
ners. Recipients are selected 
for their ability to build part-
nerships, advance the public 
good, foster collaboration, and 
use knowledge and experience 
to address real community 
needs. 

 
Horton was recognized for 

her leadership in developing 
the Hamilton County Health 
Hub, a volunteer-powered, 
partnership-driven initiative 
that expands food access and 
basic health services in rural 
Kansas. 

With support from the Kan-
sas Hunger Free Mini Grant 
and partnerships with the Kan-
sas Food Bank, Kansas De-
partment for Children and 
Families, Cairn Health, Hamil-
ton County Health Depart-
ment, Hamilton County Li-
brary, local volunteers, and 
numerous community organi-
zations, the Health Hub pro-
vides fresh produce distribu-
tions twice each month, enroll-
ment assistance for DCF pro-
grams, and access to over-the-

counter medications. 
 
In 2026 alone, the program 

distributed more than 46,000 
pounds of food, helping im-
prove access to nutritious food 
for area residents while ad-
vancing K-State's land-grant 
mission of serving Kansas 
communities through educa-
tion, outreach, and engage-
ment. 

 
"This award reflects the 

power of community engage-
ment," Horton said. "I am for-
tunate to work alongside dedi-
cated volunteers, coalition 
members, and community 
partners who continually step 
up to identify needs and create 
solutions. Their passion and 
willingness to serve are what 

make meaningful change pos-
sible. I share this recognition 
with each of them." 

 
The award includes a 

$1,000 professional develop-
ment and programming sti-
pend that will support Horton 
to attend a national Profession-
al Development conference. 

 
In addition to receiving the 

award, Horton also participat-
ed in a conference presentation 
as a member of the Southwest 
Kansas Water Resource Team, 
which recently received recog-
nition for its collaborative 
work addressing groundwater 
sustainability challenges 
across western Kansas. 

The Southwest Kansas Wa-
ter Resource Team was 

formed following the passage 
of House Bill 2279 and subse-
quent community planning 
efforts led by Groundwater 
Management District No. 3. 
What began as a group of Ex-
tension professionals facilitat-
ing difficult conversations 
about groundwater use and 
conservation has evolved into 
a regional network of county 
agents, specialists, faculty, and 
community partners working 
together to support producers, 
families, businesses, and com-
munities facing an uncertain 
water future because of the 
declining groundwater re-
sources in the Ogallala Aqui-
fer. 

 
While Horton was honored 

for her work through the Ham-
ilton County Health Hub, her 
commitment to community 
engagement extends across 
numerous local initiatives, in-
cluding the Hamilton County 4
-H program, Hamilton County 
Health Fair, her partnership 
with USD #494 and Hamilton 
County Library Director work-
ing with Seniors on postsec-
ondary educational opportuni-
ties, and other collaborative 
efforts aimed at improving the 
quality of life for residents 
throughout the county. 

The award reflects not only 
Horton's dedication to Exten-
sion's mission but also the 
strength of the partnerships 
and volunteers who work to-
gether to solve local challeng-
es and build a healthier, 
stronger community. 

 
Congratulations Lora on this 

well deserved recognition. 

Horton Receives K-State Extension Engagement Award 



crat Cindy Holscher's 4,480, a 
margin of just 112 votes. 
Meanwhile, Seward County 
favored Holscher with 2,267 
votes compared with Master-
son's 1,898. In Stanton Coun-
ty, Masterson received 403 
votes to Holscher's 121. 

Several other races 
demonstrated the importance 
of examining individual con-
tests rather than assuming eve-
ry voter followed a straight 
party ticket. In Finney County, 
Democrat Adam Hamilton 
received 4,512 votes in the 
U.S. Senate race, compared 
with Republican Roger Mar-
shall's 4,313. Democratic attor-
ney general candidate Chris 
Mann also led Republican Kris 
Kobach there, 4,567 to 4,494. 
Republican congressional can-
didate Tracey Mann, however, 
received 4,725 votes to Demo-
crat Lauren Reinhold's 4,068. 

Beyond state and federal 

offices, voters made decisions 
directly affecting local govern-
ment and public services. 

In Stanton County, the 
proposed hospital-related 1 
percent sales tax received 331 
votes in favor and 191 against, 
passing according to unofficial 
returns. The measure repre-
sented one of the county's most 
consequential local questions, 
involving financial support for 
health care services. 

In Hamilton County, vot-
ers approved a question allow-
ing alcoholic liquor to be sold 
by the individual drink in pub-
lic places without requiring a 
portion of an establishment's 
gross receipts to come from 
food sales. The unofficial 
count was 394 in favor and 
179 opposed. 

Seward County voters de-
cided three contested county 
commission races. In District 
2, Kay Burtzloff received 369 
votes to Clay Louderback's 
216. District 3 saw Lizette Av-
alos-Morales receive 533 votes 
to Jairo Vazquez's 250. District 

4 produced a closer contest, 
with Fred Bloom receiving 
445 votes to Jose Lara's 403. 

These local decisions 
serve as a reminder that an 
election is about more than the 
names appearing at the top of 
the ballot. County commis-
sioners, public institutions, tax 
questions, and other local mat-
ters can affect residents' daily 
lives long after the campaign 
signs have disappeared. 

All figures reported here 
remain unofficial pending the 
county canvassing and certifi-
cation process. Additional eli-
gible ballots and election re-
views may affect final totals. 

Regardless of which can-
didates ultimately take office, 
the work of maintaining strong 
communities continues. Roads 
still need attention, schools 
need support, businesses need 
customers, and neighbors con-
tinue to depend upon one an-
other. 

Elections naturally bring 
disagreements. They also pro-
vide an opportunity to recog-

nize that people with different 
political views often share 
many of the same hopes for 
their hometowns: safe neigh-
borhoods, dependable services, 
economic opportunity, and a 
better future for the next gen-
eration. 

The outcome of an elec-
tion determines who will serve 
in public office, but it does not 
determine whether neighbors 
can continue working together. 
That responsibility belongs to 
all of us. 

As the results become offi-
cial and another election sea-
son draws to a close, South-
west Kansas communities will 
move forward together. The 
conversations may continue, 
and disagreements will remain, 
but cooperation, mutual re-
spect, and a willingness to 
contribute are what sustain the 
places we call home. 

After all, the strength of a 
community is measured not 
simply by how its people vote, 
but by how they treat one an-
other when the voting is over. 

Elect ion  
Continued from Page 1 

Dudley Township Library Receives $160,160 Grant  
The Dudley Township Public 
Library has received a 
$160,160 grant from the Pat-
terson Family Foundation to 
support a planned addition and 
remodeling project aimed at 
improving library services and 
facilities for the Satanta com-
munity. 

Announced October 29, the 
grant represents a significant 
step toward the library's goal 
of creating a more functional 
and welcoming space for resi-
dents of all ages. The proposed 
improvements will enhance the 
library's ability to offer educa-
tional resources, literacy pro-
grams, community activities, 
and opportunities for lifelong 
learning. 

“We are incredibly grateful to 
the Patterson Family Founda-
tion for this generous award 
and for investing in the future 

of our community,” said li-
brary director Suzie Bosch-
man. “This support brings us 
one step closer to making our 
vision for an improved library 
a reality. We look forward to 
the opportunities this project 
will create for our patrons and 

the entire Satanta community.” 

The Patterson Family Founda-
tion, based in Kansas City, 
Missouri, was established in 
2007 by Neal and Jeanne Pat-
terson. Guided by its mission 
of “Working together to help 

rural communities thrive,” the 
foundation supports projects 
and initiatives that strengthen 
rural communities throughout 
Kansas and western Missouri. 

The Dudley Township Public 
Library continues to seek addi-
tional funding and community 
support to complete the expan-
sion and remodeling project. 
Library officials say the im-
provements will help ensure 
the facility remains a valuable 
resource for future genera-
tions. 

Residents interested in learn-

ing more about the project or 

applying for available Com-

munity Service Program (CSP) 

Tax Credits may contact the 

Dudley Township Public Li-

brary at 620-649-2213 or visit 

the library at 105 Sequoyah 

Street in Satanta. 



teer service and leadership in 
projects dedicated to preserv-
ing Wichita County's heritage, 
including renovations at the 
historic Washington Ames 
House. 

"Karen Walk has volun-
teered tirelessly as she's led 
projects for the preservation 
of Wichita County history," 
Elder said. "From the renova-
tions at the Washington Ames 
House to the creativity and 
enthusiasm for Wichita Coun-
ty's history and projects that 
also shape its future, her com-
mitment has made a differ-
ence to the community." 

The Kansas Sampler Foun-
dation, a nonprofit organiza-

tion based in Inman, has pre-
sented We Kan! Awards since 
1993 to recognize individuals 
whose dedication helps pre-
serve and sustain rural Kansas 
culture. Its We Kan! Network 
brings together community 
leaders, entrepreneurs, volun-
teers, and rural advocates 
committed to helping small 
towns recognize and build 
upon their unique strengths. 

Walk became the fifth Kan-
san selected to receive the We 
Kan! Award in 2026. Her 
recognition serves as a re-
minder of the important role 
volunteers play in preserving 
local history and ensuring the 
stories, landmarks, and tradi-
tions of rural Kansas remain 
part of the communities they 
helped shape. 

We Kan!  
Continued from Page 1 

By: Tyler Hook 
U.S. Senator Jerry Moran is 

renewing his call for a perma-
nent U.S. Citizenship and Im-
migration Services (USCIS) 
field office in Southwest Kan-
sas, citing the region's grow-
ing agricultural economy and 
the difficulties residents face 
when traveling long distances 
to obtain immigration ser-
vices. 

In an October 26 letter to 
Department of Homeland Se-
curity Secretary Markwayne 
Mullin, Moran emphasized 
the importance of accessible 
immigration services for 
workers and employers in the 
region's livestock, beef pro-
cessing, and dairy industries. 
Southwest Kansas accounts 
for more than one-fifth of the 
nation's beef processing ca-
pacity, while Western Kansas 
has experienced considerable 
growth in dairy production. 
Both industries rely in part on 
legally employed immigrant 
workers to maintain opera-
tions. 

Currently, the nearest per-
manent USCIS field office is 
in Wichita, requiring many 
Southwest Kansas residents to 
travel two to three hours each 
way for appointments. Moran 
noted that these trips can re-
sult in workers missing one or 
two days of employment, par-
ticularly in agricultural indus-
tries that operate beyond tra-
ditional business hours. He 
argued that establishing a per-

manent office would reduce 
these burdens while better 
serving the region's employers 
and families. 

USCIS began offering mo-
bile services in Southwest 
Kansas in 2014, with visits to 
Garden City, Dodge City, and 
Liberal. However, a revised 
schedule announced in May 
2025 consolidated services in 
Dodge City, with plans for 
monthly appointments. Ac-
cording to Moran, constituent 
reports indicate that mobile 
services had not been provid-
ed in Dodge City for approxi-
mately nine months, leaving 
residents with limited local 
options. 

"The need for a field office 
in the region has been a 
longstanding concern of 
mine," Moran wrote, noting 
that he previously pursued 
expanded services in 2021. 
Along with requesting a per-
manent facility, he urged fed-
eral officials to restore relia-
ble mobile appointments in all 
three Southwest Kansas com-
munities while a long-term 
solution is considered. 

Moran also invited Depart-
ment of Homeland Security 
and USCIS leadership to visit 
the region and hear directly 
from agricultural employers, 
workers, and residents affect-
ed by the limited availability 
of services. No decision or 
timeline for establishing a 
permanent office has been 
announced. 

Push For Immigration Office 

“When The Storm Ends, Hope Begins” Taken November 2nd 

north of Dermot By: Tyler Hook 

Superior Car Care Transitions 
After 16 years of serving cus-
tomers throughout Southwest 
Kansas, Superior Car Care 
Center, Inc. has announced a 
transition to new ownership, 
effective November 1, 2026. 

According to an announce-
ment from co-owners Joe and 
Mindy Wilson, the business 
will transition into two sepa-
rate operations. Garden City 
Propane will acquire the liq-
uid petroleum (LP) and pro-
pane portion of the company, 
while Chance Lankford, oper-
ating as Lankford’s Tire & 
Service Center, LLC, will 
take over vehicle repair and 
farm equipment services. 

The Wilsons said both busi-
nesses were selected because 
of their shared commitment to 
customer service and commu-

nity involvement. They ex-
pressed confidence that the 
transition will provide cus-
tomers with continued ser-
vice, additional technical ex-
pertise, and expanded re-
sources. 

In their announcement, the 
Wilsons thanked customers 
for 16 years of loyalty and 
support, describing it as a 
privilege to serve the commu-
nity. 

Customers with outstanding 

invoices from Superior Car 

Care Center should mail pay-

ments to P.O. Box 176, John-

son, KS 67855. Questions 

regarding the transition may 

be directed to 620-492-3627 

or 620-384-5435. 



How A Frontier Physician Impacted Public Health 

How a frontier physician 
from Western Kansas helped 
transform American public 
health 

By: Tyler Hook 
History has a way of re-

membering the gunfighters, 
outlaws, and lawmen who 
once walked the dusty streets 
of Dodge City. Names such as 
Wyatt Earp and Bat Masterson 
remain closely associated with 
the legendary cowtown, their 
stories repeated through gener-
ations of books, films, and 
television programs. Yet 
among those who called 
Dodge City home was another 
man whose influence would 
ultimately extend far beyond 
the Kansas frontier. He carried 
neither a badge nor a reputa-
tion as a gunslinger, but his 
determination to protect hu-
man life helped transform pub-
lic health across the United 
States. 

His name was Dr. Samuel 
Jay Crumbine, and although 
relatively few Americans rec-
ognize it today, many of the 
everyday health practices we 
take for granted can be traced, 
at least in part, to his efforts. 

Born September 17, 1862, 
in Pennsylvania, Crumbine 
entered a world divided by the 
American Civil War. His fa-
ther, Jacob Krumbine, served 
in the Union Army and died 
while imprisoned at the Con-
federate-operated Libby Prison 
in Richmond, Virginia. His 
mother, Sarah, was left to raise 
her children under difficult 

circumstances, and young 
Samuel spent much of his 
childhood with his grandmoth-
er before attending a school 
for soldiers' orphans. 

At sixteen, Crumbine began 
working in a Pennsylvania 
drugstore, developing an inter-
est in medicine. He later trav-
eled to Cincinnati to pursue 
medical training, graduating 
from the Cincinnati College of 
Medicine in 1889. 

His journey west brought 
him to Kansas, where he ini-
tially became involved in 
pharmacy and medical practice 
in Spearville before establish-
ing himself in nearby Dodge 
City. The community was 
transitioning from its rough-
and-tumble cattle-driving days 
into a more settled railroad and 
agricultural center, but the 
challenges facing physicians 
remained considerable. 

Medical care on the frontier 
was far different from what 
Americans experience today. 
Doctors traveled long distanc-
es over primitive roads, fre-
quently attended patients in 
isolated homes, and worked 
without many of the diagnostic 
tools, medications, or sanita-
tion standards now considered 
essential. Infectious diseases 
remained a constant threat, and 
an illness that might be readily 
treated today could become a 
death sentence. 

Crumbine quickly recog-
nized that treating sick patients 
was only part of a physician's 
responsibility. Preventing peo-
ple from becoming sick in the 
first place could accomplish 
far more. 

During his years in Dodge 
City, he confronted infectious 
diseases, encouraged vaccina-
tion, and challenged customs 
that allowed germs to spread. 
One seemingly insignificant 
practice caught his attention at 
a local Harvey House restau-
rant, where customers shared 
communal milk pitchers. 
Crumbine encouraged the es-
tablishment to replace them 

with individual containers, 
reducing opportunities for con-
tamination. 

It was a small change, but it 
represented a philosophy that 
would define his career: pro-
tecting public health often re-
quired changing ordinary hab-
its rather than waiting for ex-
traordinary medical discover-
ies. 

Crumbine also served two 
terms as Ford County coroner, 
witnessing firsthand the conse-
quences of disease, accidents, 
and inadequate medical care. 
In 1890, he married Katherine 
Zuercher, whom he had met 
during his time in Cincinnati. 
The couple would raise two 
children, Warren and Violet. 

By the turn of the century, 
his growing reputation attract-
ed attention beyond Ford 
County. Appointed to the Kan-
sas State Board of Health in 
1899, Crumbine eventually 
became its secretary and exec-
utive officer in 1904, relocat-
ing to Topeka to assume re-
sponsibilities that would pro-
vide a statewide platform for 
his ideas. 

What followed was a re-
markable period of public 
health reform. 

At a time when tuberculosis, 
typhoid fever, and other com-
municable diseases claimed 
countless lives, Crumbine rec-
ognized that education was 
among the most powerful tools 
available. He understood that 
scientific knowledge accom-
plished little if ordinary citi-
zens could not understand or 
apply it. 

Rather than relying entirely 
on lengthy medical explana-
tions, he developed memora-
ble slogans and straightfor-
ward campaigns that reached 
people in their homes, schools, 
businesses, and communities. 

Among his best-known ef-
forts was the campaign against 
public spitting. During the ear-
ly twentieth century, spitting 
on sidewalks, railroad plat-
forms, and floors was com-

monplace. Crumbine recog-
nized that saliva and sputum 
from infected individuals 
could spread diseases, particu-
larly tuberculosis. 

His campaign encouraged 
Kansans to abandon the prac-
tice, even inspiring sidewalk 
bricks bearing the message 
"Don't Spit on the Sidewalk." 
What may seem obvious today 
represented a significant chal-
lenge to accepted social be-
havior at the time. 

Another target was the com-
mon drinking cup. Before dis-
posable cups and individual 
drinking containers became 
widespread, public facilities 
frequently provided a single 
cup for everyone to use. Rail-
road passengers, schoolchil-
dren, and visitors to public 
buildings might all drink from 
the same vessel, often without 
washing it between uses. 

Crumbine understood the 
danger and pushed for its elim-
ination. Kansas became a lead-
er in restricting communal 
drinking cups, with legislation 
taking effect in 1909. He simi-
larly campaigned against the 
common roller towel, a contin-
uous cloth towel shared by 
numerous people in public 
restrooms. Kansas prohibited 
the practice in 1911. 

These reforms were not al-
ways popular. Businesses 
complained about the expense 
of changing established prac-
tices, while others considered 
government involvement in 
personal habits unnecessary. 
Nevertheless, Crumbine per-
sisted, believing the preven-
tion of disease justified the 
inconvenience of adopting 
safer customs. 

Perhaps his most enduring 
contribution, however, came 
from an unlikely source: the 
ordinary housefly. 

During the early twentieth 
century, flies were more than 
an everyday nuisance. They 
moved freely between manure 
piles, garbage, outdoor privies, 
kitchens, and dining tables, 
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carrying organisms capable of 
causing serious illness. 
Crumbine recognized that con-
trolling flies could help reduce 
the spread of infectious diseas-
es. 

Inspired by the language of 
a baseball game, he adopted 
the memorable slogan "Swat 
the Fly," launching a campaign 
that encouraged Kansans to 
eliminate flies and reduce the 
unsanitary conditions in which 
they bred. 

A Kansas inventor, Frank 
Rose of Weir, developed a 
practical device using pieces 
of window screening attached 
to a handle. Crumbine promot-
ed the device under the name 
"fly swatter," helping popular-
ize an invention that would 
eventually become a familiar 
household item throughout 
America. 

The campaign extended into 
schools, fairs, and communi-
ties, where children and adults 
were encouraged to partici-
pate. It demonstrated 
Crumbine's remarkable ability 
to turn a serious public health 
concern into a simple message 
that almost anyone could un-
derstand. 

Yet his efforts extended 
well beyond flies, drinking 
cups, and sidewalk sanitation. 
Crumbine advocated improved 
food handling, cleaner water 
supplies, better sewage dispos-
al, and stronger measures to 
control infectious diseases. He 
also recognized the importance 
of reaching rural communities, 
where limited medical re-
sources and considerable dis-
tances between settlements 
made preventive measures es-
pecially valuable. 

For the people of Western 
Kansas, his work carried par-
ticular significance. Rural fam-
ilies often lived miles from the 
nearest physician, and commu-
nities lacked the medical facil-
ities available in larger cities. 
Preventing illness could spare 
families not only suffering but 
also considerable financial 
hardship. 

Crumbine's approach helped 

establish a broader understand-
ing that public health was not 
simply the responsibility of 
individual physicians. Com-
munities, businesses, schools, 
and governments all had roles 
to play in maintaining healthi-
er surroundings. 

His influence also reached 

into food and drug safety. He 
supported stronger inspection 
and labeling standards at a 
time when adulterated prod-
ucts and misleading claims 
posed serious risks to consum-
ers. His work helped advance 
enforcement of Kansas food 
and drug laws, contributing to 
reforms that strengthened pub-
lic confidence in products sold 
throughout the state. 

Crumbine also served as 
dean of the University of Kan-
sas School of Medicine begin-
ning in 1910, worked to im-
prove medical education, and 
supported programs addressing 
infant mortality and children's 
health. During the influenza 
pandemic of 1918, the Kansas 
Board of Health continued its 
efforts to educate residents 
about disease prevention under 
his leadership. 

His years in state govern-
ment were not without contro-
versy. Crumbine's forceful 
approach sometimes placed 
him at odds with political lead-
ers and those who opposed 
increased government regula-
tion. Following changes in 
Kansas political leadership, he 
resigned from the State Board 
of Health in 1923, bringing 
nearly two decades of leader-
ship in that position to a close. 

His career, however, was far 
from finished. Moving to New 
York, Crumbine became in-
volved with the American 
Child Health Association, con-
tinuing his efforts to improve 
the health and welfare of chil-
dren nationwide. He remained 
active in public health work 

until his retirement in 1936. 
In 1948, he published his 

autobiography, Frontier Doc-
tor, recounting his experiences 
as a young physician in West-
ern Kansas and his later efforts 
to improve public health. The 
book preserved a firsthand 
account of a period when med-
icine was undergoing extraor-
dinary changes and preventive 
health measures were becom-
ing an increasingly important 
part of American life. 

Crumbine died July 12, 
1954, at the age of 91, leaving 
behind a legacy that continues 
to influence everyday life. His 
contributions are remembered 
through public health awards 
bearing his name, historical 
collections, and a bronze stat-
ue erected in Topeka in 2017. 
His experiences in Dodge City 
have also been cited as an in-
spiration for the fictional Doc 
Adams of the long-running 
television western Gunsmoke. 

Today, Americans rarely 
think twice about drinking 
from their own cups, washing 
their hands, expecting clean 
restaurant facilities, or protect-
ing food from insects. These 
practices seem so ordinary that 
it is easy to forget they were 
once the subject of considera-
ble debate and determined 

campaigns for change. 
The story of Samuel Jay 

Crumbine reminds us that his-
tory is not shaped exclusively 
by presidents, generals, or fa-
mous inventors. Sometimes it 
is changed by a country doctor 
who notices something wrong, 
refuses to accept it as inevita-
ble, and spends his life con-
vincing others that things can 
be better. 

Dodge City may forever be 
remembered for the men who 
carried six-shooters along its 
streets, but one of its most in-
fluential residents carried a 
medical bag instead. His great-
est victories were not meas-
ured in gunfights won or out-
laws captured, but in illnesses 
prevented and lives protected. 

And more than a century 

later, every time someone 

reaches for a fly swatter or 

takes a drink from a clean cup, 

a small part of that Western 

Kansas doctor's remarkable 

legacy lives on. 



By: Tyler Hook 
There is something re-

markable about the things that 
survive. 

A name passed through 
generations. An old photo-
graph with familiar faces but 
voices we will never hear. A 
story shared around the kitch-
en table that somehow finds its 
way through time. 

Sometimes, the smallest 
pieces of our past carry the 
greatest meaning, reminding 
us that our lives are chapters in 
a much longer story. 

As November brings Na-
tive American Heritage 
Month, I find myself reflecting 
on a heritage stretching far 
beyond the wheat fields of 
Western Kansas. It is a history 
shaped by the rivers of the 
Great Lakes, generations of 
hardship, and a people who 
refused to let their identity 
disappear. 

I am a proud member of 
the Miami Tribe of Oklahoma. 
To me, that means more than 
an enrollment card or names in 
a family tree. It represents 
people I will never meet, sacri-
fices I may never understand, 
and traditions preserved be-
cause someone believed they 
were worth saving. 

Native American Heritage 
Month itself was generations 
in the making. Early advo-
cates, including Dr. Arthur C. 
Parker, Rev. Sherman Coo-
lidge, and Red Fox James, 
worked to establish recogni-
tion of Native peoples and 
their contributions. In 1990, 
President George H. W. Bush 
designated November as Na-
tional American Indian Herit-
age Month. 

Consider that for a mo-
ment. Native peoples inhabited 
this continent for thousands of 
years before the United States 
existed, yet generations passed 
before their heritage received a 
month of national recognition. 

My ancestry belongs to the 
Myaamia, often described as 
the Downstream People, 
whose traditional homelands 

encompassed portions of Indi-
ana, Ohio, Illinois, and the 
surrounding Great Lakes re-
gion. The sandhill crane holds 
special significance in our cul-
tural history, its unmistakable 
call connecting the natural 
world with those who came 
before us. 

Contrary to stereotypes 
portrayed in old Western 
films, the Miami established 
villages, cultivated crops, 
maintained political relation-
ships, and developed extensive 
trading networks. Their tradi-
tions included raising distinc-
tive white corn, basket weav-
ing, and intricate ribbonwork. 

My family heritage in-
cludes connections to the Pota-
watomi, Wea, Piankeshaw, Eel 
River Miami, Peoria-related 
peoples, and other Native na-
tions. French fur traders also 
became part of our story, with 
names such as Richardville, 
Godfroy, Roubidoux, 
Beaubien, and Goodboo ap-
pearing throughout our ances-
try. 

My family history reaches 
through my great-grandfather 
VonHemel, born in Picher, 
Oklahoma, and includes an-
cestral connections to Francis 
Godfroy, Chief Richardville, 
Tahkemwa, and Little Turtle. 

Some of these individuals 
negotiated with presidents or 
defended their communities. 
Yet for every name preserved 
in history books, countless 
others remain unknown. They 
were parents raising children, 
farmers tending crops, and 
elders passing along 
knowledge. Their stories de-
serve remembering, too. 

As American settlement 
expanded westward, treaties 
and government policies stead-
ily reduced Miami lands. 
Agreements were often negoti-
ated under unequal circum-
stances, and promises made to 
Native nations were frequently 
broken. 

In 1846, hundreds of Mi-
ami people were removed 
from Indiana to eastern Kan-

sas, leaving behind homes, 
burial grounds, and familiar 
rivers. 

Imagine being told that the 
land your grandparents knew 
and the community where 
your children were growing up 
no longer belonged to you. 
Then imagine discovering that 
even the land to which you 
had been relocated would not 
remain yours. 

Many Miami were eventu-
ally removed again to Indian 
Territory, now Oklahoma. 
Others remained behind, shap-
ing the communities and fami-
ly histories that exist today. 

Displacement was only 
part of the struggle. Native 
children attended boarding 
schools, including Haskell, 
Chilocco, and Riverside. Some 
of my relatives attended these 
institutions, where assimilation 
policies often suppressed Na-
tive languages, customs, and 
identities. 

Imagine being a child and 
hearing that the language spo-
ken by your grandparents was 
something to be ashamed of. 
The consequences left gaps in 
cultural knowledge. 

Yet through it all, the My-
aamia endured. 

Today, the Miami Tribe of 
Oklahoma invests in educa-
tion, language revitalization, 
and cultural preservation. Tra-
ditions once threatened with 
disappearance are being re-
claimed by new generations. 

For me, that revival has 
become deeply personal. 

My family has worked to 
reconnect with our heritage, 
including attending the Annual 
Miami Pow Wow in Oklaho-
ma. One meaningful experi-
ence was witnessing the return 
of the Treaty of Greenville 
Peace Medal to our Nation, 
bringing home an object con-
nected to a defining chapter of 
our history. 

Another was receiving my 
Myaamia name, Amekwa, 
meaning Beaver. 

A name may seem insig-
nificant, but sometimes it car-
ries an extraordinary sense of 
belonging. Mine reminds me 

that identity is not measured 
solely by where we live or 
how much history we know, 
but by our willingness to pre-
serve something meaningful 
for those who follow. 

Growing up in Western 
Kansas, I have always appreci-
ated family, community, and 
the land beneath our feet. 
Those values are hardly exclu-
sive to any one people. They 
may be among our strongest 
connections. 

My Miami heritage has 
taught me something else: A 
culture does not have to dis-
appear simply because the 
world around it changes. 

It survives in a word spo-
ken after generations of si-
lence, a traditional seed plant-
ed in familiar soil, or a child 
learning the stories of ances-
tors whose names might other-
wise be forgotten. 

Native American Heritage 
Month should be more than an 
annual acknowledgment. 
Learn whose homelands your 
community occupies. Listen to 
Native people tell their stories. 
Remember that Native Ameri-
cans are not simply figures 
from the past, but members of 
living nations whose histories 
continue to unfold. 

Perhaps explore your own 
family history. You might dis-
cover that the stories we inher-
it have more to teach us than 
we imagined. 

I cannot undo the hard-
ships endured by my ances-
tors, but I can honor them by 
refusing to let their stories end 
with me. 

Somewhere across the old 
Myaamia homelands, sandhill 
cranes still return with the sea-
sons. Their calls echo over 
rivers and fields that have wit-
nessed centuries of change. 
Boundaries have shifted, vil-
lages have vanished, and gen-
erations have come and gone. 

Yet the cranes still call. 
And as long as there are 

people willing to listen, re-
member, and teach those who 
follow, the stories of the My-
aamia will continue to be 
heard. 

Where The Cranes Still Call 



Tigers First Play Off Victory Since 2018 
By: Soila Ochoa 
Eight years after their last 

postseason victory, the Ulysses 
Tigers reached another mile-
stone, defeating the Winfield 
Vikings 28-21 in the opening 
round of the Class 4A football 
playoffs on Friday, Oct. 30, at 
Maxwell Field. 

The victory marked the Ti-
gers' first playoff win since 
2018 and came during Head 
Coach Mitch Foote's second 
season leading the 
Ulysses football pro-
gram. 

Hosting a playoff 
game was a significant 
accomplishment for 
the Tigers, who had 
worked throughout the 
season toward that 
goal. Earning the vic-
tory in front of their 
hometown crowd 

made the evening even more 
memorable. 

The playoff atmosphere be-
gan early, with food truck ven-
dors opening at 4 p.m. ahead 
of the 6 p.m. kickoff. Misty 
conditions lingered throughout 
the game, with light sprinkles 
arriving near the end of the 
contest. 

For Foote, the victory re-
flected the determination and 
commitment his players had 

shown throughout the season. 
"Last night was a special 

one in the small town of Ulys-
ses, Kansas. The kids have 
been battling all year for this 
one moment," Foote said. 

The Tigers entered the sea-
son determined to earn a home 
playoff game, and their efforts 
resulted in a postseason victo-
ry. 

"They set out to have home 
playoff game and found a way 

to win. They overcame adver-
sity, showed perseverance, and 
battled the weather," Foote 
said. 

Foote also recognized the 
coaches, players and commu-
nity members who helped 
make the evening memorable. 

"I am beyond proud of these 
coaches, players, and commu-
nity members for making it so 
special! We are excited and 
thankful to be able to do it an-

other week!" he added. 
With the victory, Ulysses 
advances to face the 
Wellington Crusaders on 
Friday, Nov. 6, in the 
regional championship. 
For Foote and the Tigers, 

the win marks another 

step forward for the foot-

ball program as they 

continue their postseason 

run. Courtesy of Captured Photos 

Hook Installed As Grand Master Of IOOF 
During the 167th Annual 

Session of the Independent 

Order of Odd Fellows 

(I.O.O.F.) of Kansas, held in 

Salina, Tyler Hook of Big 

Bow was installed as the or-

ganization's 166th Grand Mas-

ter on Wednesday, October 28. 

Hook was also elected to serve 

an additional term, extending 

his leadership through the 

2027–2028 year. 

The Independent Order of 

Odd Fellows traces its origins 

to England before becoming 

established in the United 

States in 1819. From those 

early beginnings, the fraternal 

organization grew into an in-

ternational institution dedicat-

ed to friendship, love, truth, 

and service to others. Its guid-

ing principles are reflected in 

four enduring charges: Visit 

the Sick, Relieve the Dis-

tressed, Bury the Dead, and 

Educate the Orphan. 

At the height of its mem-

bership, the Odd Fellows and 

their sister organization, the 

Rebekahs, maintained a pres-

ence in all 105 Kansas coun-

ties. In some Western Kansas 

communities, lodge member-

ship once encompassed up-

wards of 70 percent of the 

population, reflecting the im-

portant role these organiza-

tions played in community 

life. Like many longstanding 

civic and fraternal organiza-

tions, however, the Odd Fel-

lows have experienced declin-

ing membership over the dec-

ades, resulting in fewer active 

lodges and a diminished pres-

ence in communities they once 

served. 

Despite these challenges, 

the Kansas Odd Fellows re-

main committed to charitable 

work and community involve-

ment. Their efforts include 

scholarship programs, the an-

nual Pilgrimage for Youth, 

vision-related charitable initia-

tives through an endowment at 

the Wilmer Eye Institute at 

Johns Hopkins, support for 

SOS Children's Villages, par-

ticipation in the annual Rose 

Parade float, and involvement 

with the Arthritis Foundation. 

These programs continue a 

tradition of service that has 

defined the organization for 

generations. 

For Hook, the opportunity 

to lead the Kansas jurisdiction 

carries a personal connection 

to his family's history. Several 

generations of his family have 

been involved in Odd Fellows 

lodges throughout Kansas, 

including those in Sylvia, Staf-

ford, Johnson, and Coolidge. 

His installation also marks a 

distinction in Stanton County 

history, as he becomes only 

the second Grand Master of 

the Kansas Odd Fellows to call 

the county home. The first was 

Kenneth Tucker, who served 

in 1978. 

As the organization looks 

toward its future, Hook's lead-

ership comes at a time when 

preserving longstanding tradi-

tions while encouraging re-

newed involvement remains 

increasingly important. 

Though the number of lodges 

has changed considerably over 

the years, the principles upon 

which the Odd Fellows were 

founded remain as relevant 

today as they were more than 

two centuries ago: helping 

neighbors, strengthening com-

munities, and extending a hand 

to those in need. 



Stutzman Realty & Auction is pleased to announce that Blake Stutzman has 

joined the firm as a Licensed REALTOR® and sales agent in Kansas. 

Blake represents the third generation of the Stutzman family to continue the 

family’s longstanding involvement in the real estate and auction business. 

Having grown up around the industry, he brings an understanding of the val-

ues on which the company was built, along with a strong work ethic, fresh 

perspective and commitment to serving clients. 

As part of the Stutzman Realty &amp; Auction team, Blake will work along-

side the firm’s experienced real estate professionals while building relation-

ships with buyers, sellers, landowners and investors throughout Kansas. 

His addition marks another chapter for the family-owned company. Tobias 

and Mandy Stutzman, owners of Stutzman Realty & Auction, are actively 

involved in the leadership of the firm and share a commitment to maintaining 

the family values and client-focused approach that have helped shape the 

company. 

“We’re proud to welcome Blake to the team and see the next generation of 

our family become involved in the business,” said Tobias Stutzman, broker 

and owner. “Mandy and I are excited about what Blake brings to the compa-

ny and look forward to seeing him build relationships, serve clients and help carry the business forward.” 

Stutzman Realty & Auction is based in Ulysses, Kansas, and provides real estate and auction services throughout Kansas, Col-

Welcomes Third Generation To Business 

Liberal Fire Department Battalion Chief Jose Torres has been named the 
2026 Training Chief of the Year by the Kansas Association of Fire 

Chiefs, recognizing his leadership and contributions to firefighter training 
and professional development. 

Torres, who serves as the Liberal Fire Department's first designated train-
ing chief, has played an instrumental role in developing and implement-
ing the daily training program used by department personnel. His efforts 
have helped strengthen firefighter preparedness and improve certification 

outcomes. 

According to the Liberal Fire Department, the number of department 
members successfully passing certification examinations on their first 

attempt has increased since Torres assumed the training position. Depart-
ment officials credited his dedication and leadership with helping im-
prove training standards and professional development opportunities. 

In a statement shared on its Facebook page, the Liberal Fire Department 

congratulated Torres on the statewide recognition and expressed apprecia-

tion for his continued service and commitment to the department and the 

City of Liberal. 

Torres Recognized For Training Excellence 

Courtesy of Liberl Fire Department Facebook 




