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Liberal Resident Returns To Baseball

By Tyler Hook

After five years away
from professional baseball,
former San Francisco Giants
infielder and Liberal resident
Kelby Tomlinson is preparing
to return to the diamond, this
time as a member of the Loco

Beach Coconuts in the rapidly |

growing world of Banana
Ball.

Tomlinson's father-in-
law, Bill Prater, recently
shared that the former major
leaguer had been drafted and
signed a contract to partici-
pate in the 2027 Banana Ball
season. Unlike traditional
baseball, Banana Ball com-
bines competitive play with
unconventional rules, enter-
tainment, and audience partic-
ipation, creating an experi-
ence centered around the fans.

For Southwest Kansas

Photo Courtesy of KSCB News of Kelby Tomlinson

baseball enthusiasts, Tomlin-
son's career is one worth re-
membering. Originally from
Chickasha, Oklahoma, and a
graduate of Elgin High
School, he arrived in Liberal
in 2009 to play for Seward

County Community College.
During his two seasons with
the Saints, he established
himself as a standout player,
earning honorable mention
All-American honors and set-

See We Kan!, Page 6

Family Plans 90th Annual Thanksgiving Reunion

By: Tyler Hook

For most Americans,
Thanksgiving is a time to
gather around the table, share
a meal, and reflect on the
blessings of the past year. For
one Stanton County family,
however, the holiday repre-
sents a tradition that has en-
dured through generations,
wars, economic hardships, and
changing times. This Thanks-
giving, the descendants of
John and Mary Winger will
celebrate two remarkable
milestones: 140 years of fami-
ly history in Stanton County

and the 90th anniversary of
their annual Thanksgiving
gathering.

On Thursday, November
26, 2026, the Winger family
will gather at the 4-H Building
in Johnson for its traditional
Thanksgiving dinner. This
year's celebration carries spe-
cial significance, as organizers
hope to accomplish something
increasingly difficult with
each passing generation:
bringing together representa-
tives from every branch of the

ry in western Kansas began in
1885, when John Winger and
his sons traveled west from
Newton, Kansas, to establish a
homestead in what would be-
come Stanton County. After
constructing a modest 14-by-
18-foot sod house, John sent
for the remainder of his fami-
ly. Their first Thanksgiving on
the Kansas prairie was far re-
moved from today's abundant
holiday tables, consisting of
salted pork, rutabaga, and oth-
er preserved provisions. The

family under one roof.
The Winger family's sto-

See Reunion, Page 4
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Death Notices

Helen Mae Higgins Up-
church was born on July 10,
1933, in Elkhart, Kansas, to
Ray Higgins and Daisy Edna
Webb Higgins. She passed
away on October 15, 2026, at
Pioneer Manor in Hugoton,
Kansas,

A private family burial was
held at Elmhurst Cemetery in
Guymon, Oklahoma. A Cele-
bration of Life service honor-
ing Helen was on Monday,
October 26, 2026, at Guymon
Church of the Nazarene.

Memorials in memory of
Helen can be made to the
OPSU Music Department. Me-
morials will be accepted at the
Bunch - Roberts Funeral
Home, PO Box 1112, Guy-
mon, OK 73942. Friends can
sign the online guestbook and
leave condolences at
www.bunchroberts.com.

Carlos Janai Cruz-
Bojorquez, who left this
world on Friday, October 30,
2026, in Garden City, Kansas,
at the age of 40.

Carlos was born in Ciudad
Cuauhtémoc, Chihuahua,
Mexico. He lived in Ejido
Jesus Lugo, Municipio de
Guerrero, Chihuahua, until
July 1994, when his family
moved to Garden City, Kan-
sas.

Book Signing will be held
on Friday, November 13,
2026, from 10 A.M. to 8 P.M.
at Robson Funeral Home, Gar-
den City, Kansas.

Memorial service will be
held on Saturday, November
14,2026, at 10:30 A.M. at
Robson Funeral Home, Gar-
den City, Kansas.

A dinner and gathering to

celebrate Carlos life will fol-
low at the Senior Center from
1:00 PM to 4:00 PM.

Carolyn Dunn, age 78,
passed away on November 6,
2026, at Bob Wilson Memorial
Hospital in Ulysses, KS. She
was born on September 11,
1948, in Dodge City, KS, the
daughter of Jay W. and Naoma
(Hayden) Rundell.

Funeral Service will be
Tuesday, November 10, 2026,
at 2:00 PM at Shelton Memo-
rial Christian Church, Ulysses,
Kansas with Pastor Casey
Chapman and Tamra Rundell
officiating. Interment will fol-
low at the Ulysses Cemetery.
Visitation will be Monday,
November 9, from 2:00PM
until 8:00PM at Garnand Fu-
neral Home, Ulysses. Memori-
als may be given to Shelton
Memorial Christian Church
Scholarship Fund in care of
Garnand Funeral Home, 405
W. Grant Ave., Ulysses, KS
67880. Condolences may be
posted at
www.garnandfuneralhomes.co
m.

Linda Smith, age 78, died,
November 5, 2026, at Bob
Wilson Memorial Hospital in
Ulysses, Kansas. She was
born, September 12, 1948, in
Lakin, Kansas, the daughter of
Luther James and Geraldine
(Mead) Harp.

Graveside Service and buri-
al will be Thursday, November
12,2026, at 1:00 PM at the
Ulysses Cemetery, Ulysses,
Kansas, with Minister David
Schumacher officiating. Visit-
ation will be Wednesday, No-
vember 11, from 2:00 PM un-
til 8:00 PM at Garnand Funer-
al Home, Ulysses. In Lieu of

SWKS News

flowers, memorials may be
given to Gideons International
in care of Garnand Funeral
Home, 405 W. Grant Ave.,
Ulysses, Kansas 67880. Con-
dolences may be posted at
www.garnandfuneralhomes.co
m.

Wesley Walter Werner,
99, died Friday, November 6,
2026, at The Ranch House, in
Garden City, Kansas. He was
born February 4, 1927, at
Nekoma, Kansas, the son of
Robert E. & Mary E. (Fischer)
Werner.

A memorial service will be
held at 10:00 a.m. on Friday,
November 13, 2026, at Gar-
nand Funeral Home in Garden
City. The service may also be
viewed on Facebook Live on
the Garnand Funeral Home
Facebook page. Burial will
follow at Valley View Ceme-
tery in Garden City. There will
be no calling hours. The fami-
ly suggest memorials given to
the Wesley Werner Memorial
Fund in care of Garnand Fu-
neral Home, 412 N. 7th St.,
Garden City, Kansas 67846.

Ulysses, Kan. 67880

Condolences may be given at
garnandfuneralhomes.com.

Vivian Ala Britt was born
on June 20, 1955, in Guymon,
Oklahoma, to Paul and Helen
Hammontree. She spent her
childhood making memories in
the small town of Keyes, Ok-
lahoma, where she loved run-
ning around with her sisters,
helping her dad on the family
farm, and chasing her little
brother around. Those early
years were filled with adven-
tures, laughter, and the simple
joys of growing up in a small
town.

Funeral services will be held
on Monday, November 2,
2026, at 10:30 a.m. at First
Baptist Church in Elkhart,
Kansas with Pastor Ed Rich-
ards officiating. Burial will
follow at Willowbar Cemetery
in Keyes, Oklahoma.

Services are in care of Gar-
nand Funeral Home, PO Box
854, Elkhart, KS 67950. Con-
dolences may be posted at
www.garnandfuneralhomes.co
m.
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The Penny That Becomes $5 Million: Compounding

Courtesy of Milo Milose-
vich

Imagine someone offers you
a choice: Would you rather
receive $1 million today, or a
single penny that doubles in
value every day for 30 days?

Most people would take the
million dollars without giving
it a second thought. But let's
look at what happens when
that penny starts doubling.

On day one, you have one
penny. On day two, two cents.
By day 10, you have $5.12. By
day 20, you have $5,242.88.
By day 30, that single penny
has grown to an astonishing
$5,368,709.12!

How is that possible? It's
called compounding, and it's
one of the most powerful con-
cepts in building wealth.

Compounding occurs when
your investment earnings
begin generating earnings of
their own. Instead of earning
returns only on your original
investment, you also earn re-
turns on the growth you've
already accumulated.

While nobody is offering us
a penny that doubles every
day, the principle applies to
long-term investing. The com-
bination of time, consistent
contributions, and reinvested
earnings can create substantial
wealth.

Ulysses

Photos
Huge
Thanks

To Jessica
Morphis

Consider two individuals.
One begins investing at age 25
and consistently contributes
for 20 years. Another waits
until age 45 and invests the
same amount each year until
age 65. Even though both in-
vest for 20 years, the first in-
vestor has an additional 20
years for those early contribu-
tions to potentially grow.

The lesson isn't necessarily
that you need to invest more

money. It's that starting sooner
and allowing your investments

time to work can make an

enormous difference.
Whether you're 25, 45, or

65, it's worth understanding

how compounding works. You

can't go back and start earlier,
but you can make decisions
today that benefit your finan-
cial future.

Remember, when it comes
to building wealth, time can
be just as important as mon-
ey.

Milo@hpyretirement.com

arden City
Propame 1 4

1304 N. Massey Ferguson RD, Garden City, KS 67846 | (620) 276-8903
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Reunion
Continued from Page 1

following winter brought a
devastating 10-day blizzard
that claimed much of their
livestock, testing the family's
determination to make a life on
the prairie.

Despite these hardships, the
Wingers persevered. John
raised cattle and broomcorn,
plowed land, carried mail,
served as a county commis-
sioner, and remained active in
the Methodist church. His con-
tributions helped establish a
foundation for both his family
and the developing communi-
ty.

From his first marriage,
John had two sons, James and
Jonas. Following the death of
his first wife from scarlet fe-
ver, he married Mary, and to-
gether they raised seven chil-
dren: Bert, Leroy, Stella, twins
Charles and May, Clarence,
and Pearl. These nine children
and their descendants formed
the branches of a family whose
history would become closely
intertwined with that of Stan-
ton County.

Although family gatherings
had taken place for years, the
organized reunion traces its
roots to 1932, when John and
Mary celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary. Forty-
two relatives attended the oc-
casion. Later that year, John
passed away, and his son
Leroy extended a simple
invitation to the family:
"You're all welcome to
my house for a little
while." Those few words
helped establish a tradi-
tion that would continue
long after those present
had passed away.

During the Great Depres-
sion, relatives shared responsi-
bility for caring for Grandma
Winger until her death in Pret-
ty Prairie in 1936. In the years
that followed, Thanksgiving
became the established occa-
sion for the family's annual
reunion, a tradition so firmly
ingrained that marrying into
the Winger family was some-
times jokingly described as
accepting an unspoken vow to
attend Thanksgiving dinner.

Through the decades, gath-
erings rotated between John-
son, Ulysses, Dodge City, and
Pretty Prairie before finding
their longtime home at the 4-H
Building in Johnson. Each year
brought prayers, introductions,
stories of earlier generations,
and tables filled with food.
Children grew up, married,
and brought children of their
own. Familiar faces disap-
peared as new generations
took their places, but the tradi-
tion remained.

This year, organizers are
extending a special invitation
to descendants of every branch
of the family, including Bert,
Leroy, Stella, May, Charles,
Clarence, Pearl, and John's two
sons from his first marriage,
Jim and Joe. While several
branches are regularly repre-
sented, others have been ab-
sent in recent years. The hope
is that the 90th anniversary
will bring together relatives
who have not attended in

years, along with younger gen-
erations who may be experi-
encing the gathering for the
first time.

The traditional potluck
Thanksgiving dinner will be
held at noon, with family
members encouraged to bring
their favorite meat dishes, veg-
etables, or desserts. Plates,
cups, napkins, drinks, rolls,
and other table service will be
provided. A special afternoon
program will begin at 2 p.m.,
featuring introductions, family
stories, and historical recollec-
tions.

Each family group is en-
couraged to bring three or four
photographs, or more if availa-
ble, along with memorabilia
and family keepsakes. A dis-
play table will be provided,
and attendees are asked to la-
bel their belongings. During
the afternoon program, Tyler
Hook, a great-great-grandson
of Charles Winger, will share a
presentation on the history of
John and Mary Winger, in-
cluding genealogical discover-
ies that may expand upon sto-
ries passed down through gen-
erations.

There is something remarka-
ble about a family tradition
surviving for nine decades.
Since those early gatherings,
generations have witnessed the
Great Depression, World War
11, the transformation of agri-
culture, and the gradual chang-
es that have reshaped rural

America. Families have spread
across the country, careers
have taken descendants far
from their roots, and the de-
mands of everyday life have
made gathering together in-
creasingly difficult. Yet, every
Thanksgiving, the Winger
family has continued to find its
way back to the same table.

Perhaps that is the greatest
significance of this year's cele-
bration. The anniversary is not
simply about remembering
those who came before, but
recognizing the responsibility
of today's generations to carry
their stories forward. Photo-
graphs fade, memories grow
distant, and the people who
remember the earliest gather-
ings are no longer with us. Un-
less those stories are shared,
they can disappear in little
more than a generation.

Family members unable to
attend the noon dinner are en-
couraged to stop by during the
afternoon. For additional infor-
mation, contact Melva Jo de
Rondon at (303) 514-2542 or
Marla Floyd at (620) 492-
3152.

What began with a small
sod house on the Kansas prai-
rie has grown into a family
legacy spanning numerous
generations and thousands of
miles. Ninety years of Thanks-
giving gatherings and 140
years of family history are
milestones worth celebrating,
but the greatest tribute to those
~who began this tradition
will be found in the peo-

This Thanksgiving, the
hope is simple: that eve-
ry branch of the Wing-
er family tree will find
its way home.
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Ulysses Adds New Business : Jacob’s Golf Shack

By: Tyler Hook

A longtime Ulysses busi-
ness location has found new
life as 29-year-old Jacob Irvin
brings his passion for golf and
entrepreneurship to his
hometown. Jacob’s Golf
Shack, located at 1105 E.
Hampton Road, offers resi-
dents an opportunity to enjoy
indoor golf year-round, regard-
less of the weather. A Ulysses
native, Irvin attended Fort
Hays State University, where
he studied finance and compet-
ed in collegiate track and field.
His competitive nature eventu-
ally led him to golf, a sport he
came to appreciate for both its
challenges and the friendships
developed along the way. “I
wanted to bring a big city
thing to a small town,” Irvin
explained.

The business features an
indoor golf simulator welcom-
ing everyone from experienced
golfers to beginners, with

clubs R o ) addition-
available C/O Katelynn Siebert Photography al scai-
for those ing,

who do snack
not own options,
equip- golf tour-
ment. naments,
Howev- and orga-
er, Irvin nized
envi- leagues.
sioned The
more building
than itself
simply a hold;
place. to £ speqfql
practice i signifi-
golf. JA c U B s GOLF SHACK cance for
Visitors Irvin and
can en- his fami-

joy a cold beer, watch sporting ly. In 1992, his grandfather,

events, or spend time with
friends and family. Children
are welcome with parental su-
pervision, and neighboring
Agave Azul Mexican Restau-
rant offers free food delivery
to customers at the Golf
Shack. Future plans include

known locally as JR, opened a
glass shop at the same loca-
tion, providing automotive,
residential, and commercial
glass services to the communi-
ty for years. More than three
decades later, the building has
entered a new chapter, with

foee!

Irvin continuing a family tradi-
tion of local business owner-
ship while introducing an en-
tirely different recreational
opportunity to Ulysses.

Irvin credits the encour-

agement and support of friends
and family with helping turn
his idea into reality. His goal is
to create a welcoming environ-
ment where residents can gath-
er, enjoy themselves, and
make lasting memories.
Jacob’s Golf Shack represents
another investment in the
Ulysses community, combin-
ing modern entertainment with
a longstanding family connec-
tion to the property. The busi-
ness is located at 1105 E.
Hampton Road in Ulysses,
with additional information
and future announcements
available through the Jacob’s
Golf Shack Facebook page.

TRICT 124'

I want to sincerely thank the voters of
Morton, Stanton, Hamilton, Stevens,
Grant, and Haskell counties for once again
placing your trust and confidence in me to.
serve as your State Representative.

It is an honor and privilege to represent the
L hardworking people of Southwest Kansas. I look
forward to continuing to work on the issues tha
matter most to our communities
and the future of rural Kansas. -

MORTON
STANTON
HAMILTON
STEVENS
GRANT
HASKELL

KANSAS STATE
REPRESENTATIVE
— DISTRICT 124 —
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From Tractors To Tanks: Jesse Shields
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H. Firestone With Shields
Rubber Ag Tire

By: Tyler Hook

When we think of the in-
ventions that transformed
American agriculture, our
minds often turn to the devel-
opment of the tractor, the com-
bine, or the many mechanical
advancements that replaced

and career would eventually
take him to some of the na-
tion's largest industrial centers,
Shields maintained important
connections to rural Kansas.
His experience farming in
Kearny County would prove
particularly meaningful as he
worked to solve one of the
greatest challenges facing ear-
ly mechanized agriculture.
The first tractors were
powerful machines, but their
heavy steel wheels created
considerable problems.
Equipped with metal lugs or
cleats to provide traction, they
were hard on both the operator
and the land. The wheels com-
pacted soil, damaged roads,
and transmitted every bump
and irregularity directly
through the machine. Travel-
ing between fields was diffi-
cult, and the constant vibration
placed considerable strain on

the horse-drawn implements of equipment and operators alike.

earlier generations. Yet, one of
the most significant improve-
ments in modern farming
came from something consid-
erably simpler: the tires be-
neath those machines. Behind
that advancement was Jesse
William Shields, a Kansas-
born engineer and inventor
whose work helped change
agriculture across the nation
and whose own experiences
included farming in Kearny
County, Kansas.

Born in Adrian, Kansas, in
1887, Shields grew up during
a period when American agri-
culture was undergoing tre-
mendous change. Horses and
mules still provided much of
the power on the nation's
farms, while early gasoline-
powered tractors were only
beginning to demonstrate their
potential. After graduating
from Ottawa University in Ot-
tawa, Kansas, Shields began
his professional career as a
teacher in Kearney, Nebraska,
before pursuing graduate stud-
ies at the University of Chica-
20.

Although his education

D Day Tank With Flotation Device

The solution would come
through the development of a
practical pneumatic tractor
tire, an innovation that would
fundamentally change the rela-
tionship between farm machin-
ery and the ground beneath it.

In 1919, Shields and his
wife moved to Akron, Ohio,
where he joined the Tire De-
sign Department at Goodyear
Tire & Rubber Company.
Three years later, he trans-
ferred to Firestone Tire &
Rubber Company, also in Ak-
ron, where his inventive abili-
ties would help produce some
of the most important develop-
ments of his career.

At Firestone, Shields
worked on the development of
balloon tires, which operated
at lower air pressures and pro-
vided greater flexibility than
earlier tire designs. While
pneumatic tires were already
becoming commonplace on

“In this capacity he worked with Army and Navy Ordnance
and designed many items that were used on Tanks, Trucks,
Gun Mounts, etc. He designed and patented the rubber
bushed trucks used on all Armored Tanks in World War IL
He also waterproofed the Tanks for the landing in France on
D-Day, and designed the Tanks and Floats used in the landing
at Okinawa. All U. S. Army Gasoline Trucks are equipped
with the Shields Bullet Hole Repair Unit. He designed hun-
dreds of articles used by the Army, including Jettison Gas
Tanks for Armored Tanks, Seals for Heavy Artillery, Shock
Padding for Tanks, etc. Every GI Kit issued to soldiers in
World War II contained Shields equipment.”

From “The Shields Family” By John A Shields

automobiles, adapting the
technology to the tremendous
weight, pulling requirements,
and harsh conditions encoun-
tered by farm tractors present
ed an entirely different engi-
neering challenge.

Shields understood that a
tractor tire needed to do more
than simply support a ma-
chine. It had to provide suffi-
cient traction to pull imple-
ments through cultivated soil
while reducing slippage, vibra-
tion, and damage to the land.

His connections to Kansas
helped bring these ideas into
practical agricultural use. Dur-
ing a return trip to Radium,
Kansas, Shields collaborated
with Loyd Ratts and members
of his wife's family in devel-
oping what would become the
modern pneumatic tractor tire.
Portions of this experimental
work took place in Stafford
and Kearny counties, connect-
ing two western Kansas agri-
cultural communities to an
innovation that would eventu-
ally influence farming
throughout the world.

These experiments helped
demonstrate that properly de-
signed rubber tires could offer
practical advantages over tra-
ditional steel tractor wheels.
The improvements were con-
siderable. Pneumatic tires al-
lowed tractors to travel more
comfortably and efficiently,
reduced damaging vibrations,
and made it easier for farmers
to move equipment between
fields and along roadways.

By 1932, Shields had con-
ceived a low-pressure pneu-
matic tractor tire that would
prove a major advancement
for American agriculture. His
work contributed to the wide-
spread transition from steel
wheels to rubber tires, helping
make tractors more versatile
and practical for everyday
farm operations.

The significance of the
invention extended well be-
yond operator comfort. Im-
proved traction and reduced
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vibration helped farmers make
better use of increasingly pow-
erful machinery, while greater
mobility expanded the useful-
ness of tractors beyond field-
work alone. As agricultural
mechanization accelerated dur-
ing the following decades,
pneumatic tires became an
essential component of nearly
every major piece of self-
propelled farm equipment.

Shields' inventive work
was recognized through the
United States patent system,
including Patent No.
2,150,107, associated with his
tractor wheel development.
His contributions reflected a
broader career devoted to un-
derstanding how rubber and
other materials could be
adapted to solve practical engi-
neering problems.

In 1937, Shields joined the
United States Rubber Compa-
ny in Detroit, Michigan, where
he continued his research and
development work. However,
the outbreak of World War 11
would soon redirect his talents
from agricultural machinery
toward the urgent demands of
military production.

During the war, Shields
developed specialized rubber
components for American and
Allied military vehicles.
Among his contributions were
hard-rubber tracks and bush-
ings used in armored tanks,
helping improve the perfor-
mance and reliability of equip-
ment operating under punish-
ing battlefield conditions.

His wartime innovations
also extended to amphibious
operations. Shields worked on
waterproofing technologies
and flotation equipment in-
tended to help military vehi-
cles reach shore during major
Allied landings. His develop-
ments included a foam-plastic
flotation device used to
transport vehicles ashore dur-
ing the 1945 invasion of Oki-
nawa.

These inventions repre-
sented an extraordinary expan-
sion of the same engineering
principles that had guided his

March 7, 1939.

J. W. SHIELDS

2,150,107

TRACTOR WHEEL

Filed April 11, 1935

agricultural work. Whether
helping a tractor move across a
Kansas wheat field or enabling
military equipment to operate
under difficult wartime condi-
tions, Shields sought practical
solutions through the innova-
tive use of rubber and related
materials.

His career ultimately in-
cluded hundreds of inventions
and engineering developments,
earning him recognition as one
of the American rubber indus-
try's most inventive engineers.
He directed physical research
at both Goodyear and Fire-
stone, placing him among the
influential figures in an indus-
try that helped transform trans-

April 20, 1937.

J.W. SHIELDS

portation, agriculture, and mil-
itary technology during the
first half of the twentieth cen-
tury.
Shields died in Wilming-
ton, Delaware, in 1965 at the
age of 78 following chronic
lung disease. He was laid to
rest in Holton, Kansas, return-
ing in death to the state where
his life and much of his inspi-
ration had begun.

Today, the results of his
work can be found on farms
throughout the world. From
small utility tractors to enor-
mous four-wheel-drive ma-
chines pulling implements
across thousands of acres,
pneumatic tires remain indis-

2,078,167

LINK BELT

Filed June 23, 1933

pensable to modern agricul-
ture. Although tire technology
has continued to advance
through improved materials,
radial construction, and spe-
cialized tread designs, the fun-
damental principles behind the
low-pressure agricultural tire
remain as important as ever.

For western Kansas,
Shields' story offers a particu-
larly meaningful connection to
the history of agricultural in-
novation. His time farming in
Kearny County and his experi-
mental work in Kansas serve
as reminders that some of the
nation's most consequential
technological advancements
were shaped not only in labor-
atories and factories, but also
through the practical experi-
ences of people who under-
stood the challenges of work-
ing the land.

It is easy to overlook the
significance of something as
ordinary as a rubber tractor
tire. Yet, before its widespread
adoption, farmers struggled
with machines that were cum-
bersome, uncomfortable, and
often destructive to the very
surfaces they traveled. Shields
helped change that reality,
making mechanized agricul-
ture more efficient and open-
ing the door for generations of
improvements that followed.

Jesse William Shields may
not be a household name to-
day, but his influence remains
visible wherever tractors turn
the soil, plant a crop, or bring
in a harvest. His story is anoth-
er reminder that the ingenuity
found on the Kansas plains has
helped shape far more than the
communities within its bor-
ders.

From the farm fields of

Kearny County to the facto-
ries of America's industrial
heartland, Jesse Shields
helped put modern agricul-
ture on rubber tires, leaving
a legacy that continues to
roll across the nation's fields
more than six decades after
his death.
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Freedom Has A Heartbeat

By Tyler Hook

“Greater love hath no man
than this, that a man lay down
his life for his friends.” —
John 15:13

There are certain things in
life whose true value we sel-
dom recognize until we face
the possibility of losing them.
Freedom may be the greatest
of them all.

We wake each morning, go
about our work, gather with
family, speak our minds, and
make plans for tomorrow.
These are ordinary moments in
the lives of ordinary Ameri-
cans. Yet the freedoms we en-
joy have never been ordinary
accomplishments, nor have
they come without an extraor-
dinary price.

That price has been paid by
generations of men and wom-
en whose names we may never
know, whose faces we may
never see, and whose sacrific-
es we may never fully under-
stand.

From the frozen encamp-
ments of Valley Forge to the
beaches of Normandy, the jun-
gles of Vietnam, and the de-
serts of the Middle East,
Americans have answered the
call to serve. They came from
cities and small towns, farms
and factories, wealthy families
and humble beginnings. They
carried different beliefs and
ambitions, but shared a will-
ingness to place something
greater than themselves ahead
of their own comfort.

Some were barely old
enough to understand the
world they were entering. Oth-
ers left behind spouses, chil-
dren, careers, and lives they
had worked years to build.
Many volunteered. Others
were drafted. Not all agreed
with the conflicts in which

they served, but each shoul-
dered the responsibilities of
military service.

It is easy to remember histo-
ry through presidents, gener-
als, and great battles. Yet his-
tory was also shaped by the
young soldier standing watch
through a freezing night, the
sailor thousands of miles from
home, the medic tending to the
wounded, and the families
waiting anxiously for a letter
that might never arrive.

Behind every uniform is a
human story.

Some returned home to cel-
ebrations and grateful commu-
nities. Others came back to a
country that struggled to un-
derstand what they had experi-
enced. Some carried visible
injuries, while others carried
memories that remained hid-
den for decades.

And some never came
home.

Their absence was felt
around kitchen tables, at birth-
days, graduations, holidays,
and countless ordinary mo-
ments that would never be
quite the same. For those fami-
lies, sacrifice was not confined
to a battlefield. It became part
of everyday life.

Kansas has a particularly
meaningful connection to that
legacy. Dwight D. Eisenhow-
er, raised in Abilene, rose to
command Allied forces in Eu-
rope before becoming Presi-
dent of the United States. Hav-
ing witnessed the tremendous
human cost of war, he under-
stood that peace and freedom
demanded more than speeches
and ceremonies.

“History does not long en-
trust the care of freedom to the
weak or the timid,” Eisenhow-
er once observed.

Those words deserve con-
sideration, particularly in a
world where disagreements so
easily overshadow the values
we share.

Veterans Day is not an oc-
casion to celebrate war. It is an
opportunity to recognize those
who answered their nation's
call, often without knowing
what would be asked of them
or how profoundly their lives
might change.

Across Western Kansas, we
know many of these individu-
als personally. They are our
neighbors, coworkers, teach-
ers, farmers, business owners,
and friends. Some speak open-
ly about their years in uniform.
Others say very little. Often,
those who have experienced
the most are the least inclined
to draw attention to them-
selves.

Perhaps that is why a simple
conversation can mean so
much. Ask a veteran about
their service, if they are com-
fortable sharing. Listen with-
out assuming you understand,
and recognize that their expe-
riences may have shaped them
in ways words cannot ade-
quately explain.

But gratitude should never
be limited to one day in No-
vember.

We honor our veterans not
only through ceremonies,
flags, and words of apprecia-
tion, but through the commu-
nities we build. We honor
them when we look after our
neighbors, respect our differ-
ences, fulfill our responsibili-
ties as citizens, and recognize
that the freedoms we enjoy
carry obligations of our own.

Our country has never been
without struggles or shortcom-
ings. The promise of liberty
has not always been extended
equally, and every generation
has faced the responsibility of
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bringing our actions closer to
our ideals. That work remains
unfinished.

Perhaps the greatest tribute
we can offer those who served
1s to ensure their sacrifices are
not met with indifference. That
we do not take our liberties for
granted, forget the lessons of
history, or allow our differ-
ences to erase our common
humanity.

Somewhere tonight, a veter-
an will sit quietly with memo-
ries of people the world has
forgotten. Somewhere, a fami-
ly will look at an old photo-
graph and remember a loved
one who never returned. And
somewhere, a young American
in uniform will stand watch
while the rest of us sleep.

This Veterans Day, take the
time to offer your thanks. But
more importantly, consider
what that gratitude represents.

We cannot repay every sac-
rifice or restore the years, op-
portunities, and lives that ser-
vice has sometimes taken.
What we can do is live with a
greater appreciation for what
has been entrusted to us.

Freedom is more than a
word written into our history.
It is a responsibility carried
from one generation to the
next, sustained by sacrifice
and strengthened by the way
we choose to live.

Freedom has always had a
heartbeat. It is heard in the
courage of those who served,
remembered in the lives of
those who never returned,
and carried forward by the
generations who inherit what
they defended.

May we never allow that
heartbeat to fade.
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Ulysses High School To Present Legally Blonde

w

Coffey (Emmett Forrest) will
take on leading roles. All three
have participated in UHS mu-
sicals throughout their four
years of high school.

Courtesy of Soila Ochoa

Ulysses High School Thea-
ter Productions will present
Legally Blonde the Musical
Nov. 12-14 at Kepley Audito-
rium in Ulysses. Performances are scheduled
for Nov. 12 and 13 at 7 p.m.

The musical features UHS ~ and Nov. 14 at 2 p.m.

students bringing the popular
story of Elle Woods to life
through acting, singing and
dancing.

Presale tickets will be avail-
able Nov. 9 from 4-6 p.m. in
the Kepley Cafeteria and Nov.
10-11 from 7-9 p.m. in the
Kepley Lobby.

Seniors Miranda Vazquez
(Elle Woods), Summer Breese
(Paulette Bonafonte) and Blain
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Satantan Named KAY Club President

C/O Satanta High School

Deacon Hockett has been
selected to serve as Area 5
President of the Kansas
Association for Youth
(KAY) for the 20262027
school year. As part of his
leadership responsibilities,
Hockett will attend a Kan-
sas State High School Ac-
tivities Association
(KSHSAA) meeting in To-
peka in January, speak at
the KAY unit conference in
February, and address next
year's regional conference.
The position provides
Hockett an opportunity to
represent his area while
developing leadership skills
and promoting youth in-
volvement across Kansas.

Local Principals Honored

Two Kansas school administra-
tors have received statewide
recognition for their dedication
and leadership in education.
Mr. Rietcheck of Ulysses High
School was honored as the
2026 Kansas Assistant Prin-
cipal of the Year during a spe-
cial reception in Wichita, rec-
ognizing his commitment to
students, staff, and the commu-
nity. Meanwhile, Mrs.
McDowell, an administrator
with Meade Middle School,
was selected as one of two re-
cipients of the 2026 Kansas
Middle School Principal of the Year award. Both educators
were recognized for their outstanding contributions to their
respective schools and their continued commitment to student
success. Congratulations!

Southwest Medical Names CFO

Southwest Medical Center
(SWMC) in Liberal has an-
nounced the promotion of Tri-
sha Potter to Chief Financial
Officer, effective September
2026. A Liberal native, Potter
began her career at SWMC in
2009 as a Payroll Specialist,
advancing through several ac-
counting positions before relo-
cating to Texas in 2021. She
returned to SWMC in October
2025 as Controller. Potter holds
degrees in Computer Infor-
mation Systems and Account-
ing, along with an MBA in
Healthcare Administration. In »
her new role, she will oversee the hospital's financial opera-
tions while supporting its commitment to providing quality
healthcare to Liberal and surrounding communities. PHOTO
Courtesy of Southwest Medical
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COMMUNITY BULLETIN

FRI 13

10am American Implemem appreniceshlp showease
“pan Library Anime Night

Spen GUOE Mercer Gallery anist recemion
o Garden City Ams Open Studio

GEHS I Gt Takent

5AT 14

Sam MM Flimess Turkey Trim

10am Veterars Doy Parade, downinwn

1 £IF N Shop, dwniomes

g:(i -0 Buster Trm 5K

5UN 15

2 Library Sunday FunDla

Mo e ¥ ¥

H30am County Commisslooers
span G Came From Ay audilons
TUET
Tpan City Commisslon
Pml::l:.":; 2 Come From Away auditions
;em Eveming a the Museum
ED 18

Holcamb schoal early dismissals
430pen Library Pukimon Clisb
4300 MakerSpace stained glass

' 15
pan Hiloomb Scholars Bowl a Ulysses
o Crystal Apple Awards
FRI 20

“pan Library Anime Right
Span Adr Dy Wreath Dmasents

KEARNY COUNTY

GRANT COUNTY

FRI 13

UHS Legally Blonde musical

Chamber Coffee, Extension Office

SAT 14

UHS Legally Blonde musical

Dam KM5 boys wrestling, Dodge City
MON 16

3pm Ulysses Municipal Court

dpm KMS girls basketball vs. Cimarron
‘Winter spons practices begin

Operation Christmas Child collection hegins
TUE 17

Dam County Commissioners

7pm UHS winter sports parent mesting
Mohile mammography, Health Department
WED 18

10am GWAC AD meeting, Scott City
THU 1%

dpm KMS girls basketball vs. Hugoton
7pm Fifth-grade concen, Kepley

FRI 20

Grant County Gives Chamber Coffee, Bear Creek

MORTON COUNTY

Ulysses, Kan. 67880

NOVENBER 13 - 20, 2026

FRI 13

2pm Sublette schools early release

Tpm Sublette Theatre Night

SAT 14

Tpm Sublette Theatre Night

MON 16

d:30pm Sublette M5 baskethall vs. Stanton
G:30pm Satanta MHS induction

Winter sparts practices begin

TUE 17

dpm Sublette Schaolars Bowl at Rolla
dpm Satanta Scholars Bowl at Rolla
dpm Satanta JH baskethall vs. Ingalls
G:30pm Sublette winter sports parent meeting
WED 18

9am Sublette FEA event

9:30am Satanta Big Read event
12:30pm Satanta Art Club

THU 1%

11am Satanta Thanksgiving Dinner

dpm Sublette Scholars Bowl, Hodgeman
d:30pm Sublette MS baskethall vs. 5%WH

STEVENS COUNTY

FRI 13

Lakin fomball sectionals [TBDY)

Lakin HS musical

SAT 14

Lakin HS musical

MON 16

dpm Deerfield M5 haskeball vs. Syracuse
A=W Lakin M5 basketball ar SWH

e Wpm Deerfield Boand of Education
Winter sports practices begin

TUE 17

dpm Lakin Scholars Bowl], Wichita Coumy
dpm Deerfield Scholars Bowl, Rolla
Tpm Lakin grades 6-12 vocal concerl
WED 18

Sam Lakin FFA, Dodge City

Bpm Lakin Ciy Council

THU 19

dpm Lakin Scholars Bow] at Ulysses
dpm Deerfield M5 baskethall vi. Elkhar
A=W Lakin M5 basketball vs. Stanton
FRI 20

Lakin laosthall sub-state { TED)

Dreesrliehd Lall break beging

STANTON COUNTY

FRI 13

2:30pm Elklan HS musical matinee
Rolla schools closed § in-service
SAT 14

Elkhart HS musical

Elkhart fomball sectionals

SUN 15

Elkhart Boater Club sparts awands
MON 16

Elkhart M5 bashetball vs. Leoi
Rolla M5 basketball ar Elklan
Bylpm Ralla City Council

WnLer sparts practices begin

TUE 17

dpim Rodla Scholars Bowl

Elkhart Boater Club chili cook-off
Elkhart Scholars Bowl s Leoti
Slpm Ralla Municipal Court
THU 1%

Elkhart / Bolla 35 basketball a1 Deerlield
S:lpm Ralla Board of Adjusiment
FRI 20

Elkhart HS Mental Health Day

Mo school a1 Rolla

SEWARD COUNTY

FRI 13

Hlam Phareer Masar Men's Group
4:30pm Pheasas Heaven Calf Fry

7pm Hugaon HS musical

AT 14

Misow TH Basketball, Yarbeuugh

Spm Mascnw Chiistian Fellowship Bazaar
Epm High Pladns Theate: Jimany

7pm Hugaon HS musical

UM 15

Apm Hugeon HS musical
Mo 18

WINET spons practes begin

Litirary escape oo begins {tenugh 25ik)
TUE 17

1pm Library bz Jungg

Apm Schokins Bowls: Hugnion ¢ Moscow
pm Library acons painting

WED 12

Ham Hugaton FEA a Dodge Ciry

THU 19

Apm Maostow TH hiskethall {bome )
B:3lpm Hugmon Senior Center Blego
FRI 1)

E:30pm Galligaes lsland Christeas, Memorial Hall
7pm High Plains Theate: 1 Play Rocky

HAMILTON COUNTY

FRI 13

Johnson HS foodhall sectionals {TBD)
MON 16

B:30am County Commissioners

4:30pm Johnson JH basketball at Sublete
Winter sponts practices begin

TUE 17

dpm Johnsan Scholars Bowl, Wichita County
WED 18

Bam Johnson FFA, Dodge City

THU 1%

4:30pm Johnson JH basketball at Lakin
FRI 20

7:30am Johnson Schools Resist meeting
Johnson HS foothall sub-state (TBD)
Epm Boys Baskethall Family Fun Night

FRI 11
Bam SOCC Detenslve Driving, West Camipie
1pm Libeary Mah m%m
apm Libeary Maglc: The Gathering.
7pm Liberal foochall sub-siae
S5AT 14
Bam SOCC Conceaded Cary
.I.nm:ﬁr Basics
erAns Junk Joumaling
5:30pm Ducks Unlimaed Bangue

S5UN 15
Rabatics, Liberal Recreation Cener (TR
M 16

apm SCOC Goagle Calendar cles
5. 30pm Coury Commissionee
ili{m Baker Aris A on 2 Budge
TUE 17

Tpm SCOC PowerPaint Basics

1pm Library Explorer Tots

-wm Recredtion Cenier LEGO Robatics
ED 18

11:45am SCOC Leadership v, Masagemen:
5:0pen AUVHI Caretaker SUppom Groug
THU 13

1:30pem CVE Advisory Boand

4:15pm Libeary Boar

2 30pm Arkalon Courncil

FRI 20

Bam Keating Tractor Chrisimas Open House
1pm Libeary Mahjong.

FRI 13

Mo schonl, Syracuse

HE football sectionals

MON 16

Junior high baskethall at Deerfield

TUE 17

A:30am County Commissioners, counhouse
WED 18

FEA ar Dodge City

THU 1%

Health Care Facility Board meeting
Junior high baskethall at Wichita County
FRI 20

Mo schonl, Syracuse

HS football sub-state

MONDAY - THURSDAY | FRIDAY & SATURDAY SUNDAY
11:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. 11:00 a.m.fto 4Aidnight 11:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
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